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morial faiths in reason rather than passion, in justice 
rather than might, in ordered processes rather than 
mobbed lawlessness, we can support whole-heartedly all 
that the President thus far has stood for in this special 
crisis, and still escape the wicked wastes of war. 
February 7, 1917. 



ON KEEPING OUR MOUTHS SHUT 

MB. Champ Clark: expressed to a small group re- 
cently the view that: "In my judgment now is a 
mighty good time for everybody to keep his mouth shut." 
Such homely advice is decidedly pertinent, especially 
for those "red-blooded persons" theoretically attracted 
toward the glories of war. The other day Congressman 
Callaway, of Texas, introduced into the Congressional 
Record a statement, which statement, so far as we know, 
has not been challenged, to the effect that the J. P. Mor- 
gan interests, the steel, shipbuilding, and powder inter- 
ests, and their subsidiary organizations, got together in 
March, 1915, twelve men high up in the newspaper world 
and employed them to select the most influential news- 
papers in the United States to control, so far as possible, 
the policy of the daily press of the United States. With 
circumstantial detail adding conviction to the words, we 
are told that emissaries were sent to purchase the policy, 
national and international, of twenty-five papers. An 
agreement was reached, the policy of the papers was 
bought to be paid for by the month, an editor was fur- 
nished for each paper properly to supervise and edit 
information regarding the questions of preparedness, 
militarism, financial policies, and other things of na- 
tional and international nature considered vital to the 
interests of the purchasers. This contract, we are told, 
is in existence at the present time, and this is the reason 
why the news columns of the daily press of the country 
are filled with all sorts of military arguments and mis- 
representations. The policy includes the suppression of 
everything in opposition to the interests served. Public 
sentiment has been commercialized, and it has been at- 
tempted to sandbag the National Congress with fear 
and false pretenses. Under the guise of "patriotism." 
these high-minded persons are playing on every preju- 
dice and passion of the American people. 

Under such circumstances "rumors of war" spread 
easily and effectively. We had plenty of false reports, 
for example, about the Housatonic, and about the Cali- 
fornia. The Philadelphia, now known safely to have 
arrived in port, was reported sunk, a report which spread 
like wildfire across the country and promoted the possi- 
bilities of war. Congressman Moore, of Pennsylvania, 
feels that most of these false reports come from London, 
where there seems to be centered an intense desire to tell 
us about German outrages. In spite of the fact that this 
great Republic is on the very brink of war, newspapers 



fearlessly displayed in headlines: "Death of an Ameri- 
can on the wrecked Turino; an American negro fireman, 
George Washington by name, killed." This negro is 
now known to have been an English citizen. 

It would seem that a rational people, and that a pa- 
triotic press, especially in these dangerous days, would 
wish to confine themselves to the exact facts, and only 
the exact facts. There are some people in this country 
to whom Speaker Clark's advice decidedly applies, and 
that is to the editors of the American press. Mr. Moore, 
speaking in the House, February 9, elaborating this 
point, said : 

"I think it would be better for some of the editors to 
'shut up' when they do not know what they are talking 
about. (Applause.) I think it would be better for some 
of these professional patriots who have determined our 
international relations in advance, and who insist upon 
adjusting our diplomatic affairs in this crisis, not only 
to 'shut up,' but to go tie a rope around their necks, 
attach an anchor to it, and jump into the sea. We could 
better afford to dispense with their meddlesome services 
than to plunge the people of this country into a foreign 
war. I think it would be far better for this country." 
(Applause.) 

When Abraham Lincoln was a Member of the House 
of Eepresentatives, he observed, with respect to our Mex- 
ican complications, on January 12, 1848 : 

"When the war began it was my opinion that all those 
who, because of knowing too little, or because of know- 
ing too much, could not conscientiously approve the con 
duct of the President (in the beginning of it) should, 
nevertheless, as good citizens and patriots, remain silent 
on that point, at least until the war should be ended." 

Our personal opinion is that the people who are today 
crying loudest in this country for war either know too 
little or know too mueh, and that now is a most excellent 
time for them to "shut up." 



Edward A. Filene is said to have reported to the 
United States Chamber of Commerce that the Chamber's 
referendum to the business men of the country showed 
them all to be overwhelmingly in favor of the program 
of the League to Enforce Peace, with the exception of 
that plank which advocates the employment of military 
and naval force to secure arbitration. Which reminds 
us of the man who had the finest hen in Cashmere 
County, the only discernible fault with her being that 
she wouldn't lay eggs and was not a good setter. 



To qttote from the celebrated address of January 22, 
1917: "There can be no sense of safety and equality 
among the nations if great, preponderating armies are 
henceforth to continue here and there to be built up and 
maintained." And what of great, preponderating na- 
vies, such as we may hope for, with, so far, the two 
greatest naval appropriation bills in history? 



